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Sappi BIRDING BIG DAY
PRESS RELEASE
Take Part, raise money for conservation, see birds and most importantly have fun! 

One of the highlights on any birders calendar should be the Sappi Birding Big Day which takes place this year on Saturday, 29 November. To participate, all you need are some friends, binoculars and a bird book -  simply count the number of different bird species you see during a 24 hour period, between midnight and midnight, in a 50km radius unless otherwise specified.
Sappi, a long term supporter of birding in South Africa and a company that is synonymous with the conservation of birds has teamed up with BirdLife South Africa as the main sponsor of this annual birding event. Sappi’s involvement with birding and particularly their involvement with sponsoring the Newman’s Birds of Southern Africa and BirdLife’s avitourism projects such as the Southern KZN Birding Route, Ongoye Forest Birders Camp and Wakkerstroom Guide Training centre makes this partnership on birding big day even more relevant in terms of growing birding as a hobby in South Africa and getting people out there adding value to birds and their habitats, while having fun and contributing to bird conservation in South Africa.    
Birding Big Day is a fun day for family, friends and colleagues to go out and spot as any birds as they can! There is no entry fee, but teams are encouraged to raise sponsorship for BirdLife South Africa. All sponsorship raised goes towards our conservation efforts. This is your chance to have fun and make a difference! 

Please remember that you can only enter the open, family, corporate, youth, community and handicap categories on the official day. The garden, farm and pentad categories can be done on the week leading up to the official day as well as on the official day. If you have any sort of interest in birds and birding, this is a day you will definitely enjoy!
Categories 

· Open: a team of 3 or 4 members

· Family: a team of 3 or 4 family members

· Corporate: a team with either 3 or 4 employees of a company or their immediate families with a minimum of two employees. A minimum sponsorship of R1, 000 must be raised by each team.
· Youth: A team with 3 or 4 children plus a non-participating driver (applies to School, Scout, Guide and Voortrekker groups).
· Community: Maximum of 20 per team, involving farm and rural communities, church and school groups, company staff and rural groups. 

· Handicap: A team of 3 or 4 members. They need to supply their grid cells for the area they are going to bird before the 29 November. A total amount of species is worked out and given to the teams. The number of bird species seen is taken as a percentage of the total amount of bird species that is possible to see in that grid.

· Garden: A team of 2 to 4 members. Birds seen or heard from garden. (50km radius does not apply)

· Farm: Team of 2 to 4 members. Birds to be recorded within the boundaries of a single farm (50km radius does not apply)

· Pentad (new category): have a look at www.birdlife.org.za for more information!
The team that sends us the best story and photograph of their day will win a special prize! Some of the other special prizes include a garden makeover, weekends away, birding equipment and loads more

As always there will be loads of lucky draw prizes for all entrants, so no matter if you see 1 or 300 birds you still stand a chance to win something! A special thanks to Sappi, one of our main supporters of this year’s events – their support ensures that every penny you raise is able to go directly towards conservation!
For more information about Birding Big Day, the rules and categories, visit www.birdlife.org.za or contact us at events@birdlife.org.za 
Fast facts:

· This is the 24th Birding Big Day Event and forms the major fundraising events for BirdLife SA where we engage everyone (from garden birding to serious ‘life list’ birders) to raise funds for bird conservation;

· The current record is held by team Zonke iNyoni, who recorded an astounding 313 species during Birding Big Day 2007 along the Polokwane route via Magoebaskloof, to Tzaneen and the Lowveld;

· Bird lists are provided by BirdLife SA’s offices or could be downloaded from our website, making it easy to enter!
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