Classical Music Trip to New York and Washington


I returned from New York on Monday 27th April feeling somewhat jaded and bedraggled from lack of sleep, but with wonderful memories of an amazing trip.  Having never been there before, New York now has to rate as one of my favourite destinations in the world.  There is an energy, a buzz, that permeates every aspect of the city.  Times Square at midnight is alive with excitement, full of people having fun.  I was impressed with the general cleanliness of the city, the friendliness of the locals, and the efficiency of the transport system.  We tried many different restaurants and were hugely impressed with the quality of the food and the service.

We saw famous violinist Joshua Bell (he of the Washington Post subway experiment - click here to read this fascinating story), Mozart's Magic Flute and Puccini's Tosca, both at the Metropolitan Opera House, the Philadelphia Orchestra at Carnegie Hall, the Takacs String Quartet with astonishing pianist Joyce Wang, the American Symphony Orchestra at Avery Fisher Hall, the National Philharmonic Orchestra at the Strathmore Music Centre in Washington, Cirque du Soleil and much more.

We had a very compelling afternoon seeing the memorials around Washington DC including the World War II Memorial, the Vietnam War Memorial and the Korean War Memorial, all of which were shown to us by tour guide Anthony Pitch.  Anthony, who originally hails from the UK, has a special interest in Lincoln and had us mesmerised with his stories and facts.

We saw two Broadway shows, Billy Elliott and Jersey Boys, and I managed to squeeze in another three: Chicago, A Little Night Music and South Pacific, all of which were absolutely outstanding.

The trip was hugely successful, and I may well run another next year, with the emphasis on music of all types.  Please contact me to register your interest: 033 266-6113, or kim@montybrett.com 
